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The last year has been much quieter as we all get used to managing the pandemic as well as 

we can.  Face to face Parish Council meetings have resumed and some process changes have 

been made to try and shorten the time taken by disclosing items for “information only” in 

advance of the meeting. I would like to offer my thanks to the Parochial Church Council for 

offering the church as an alternative venue for our meetings during the year which allowed us 

to maintain social distancing. 

 

We welcomed three new Councillors following the election and a co-option process. Viv Kime, 

Verity Robinson and Petra Spencer-Jones have brought our numbers up to the full complement 

of 7. However, Councillor Kime will be stepping down for personal reasons in the near future so 

we will be looking to co-opt someone to fill her place.  She will be continuing to mastermind 

the village fete in June. 

 

The major change within the Parish Council was the departure of our Clerk, Valda Clapham, 

who has moved away from the village.  I would offer my thanks for her advice, support and 

professionalism in discharging this job.   

 

We have been lucky to secure the interim services of Hazel Dunphy as Clerk but this is likely to 

be for short period only.  Any resident who would like to consider the role should approach me 

for further advice and details. 

 

It has been possible to complete the installation of the nine remaining lights during this year 

and although some minor work is still required this project is now complete.  An audit of the 

switching off of the lights has been undertaken and although inclusion of the nine newer lights 

proved premature the process appears to be working within the tolerances expected. 

 

The Solar Farm sub-committee has met during the year to consider its next projects which can 

be considered by the Council once the final bill for the street lights has been met.  These 

projects include; repair to the public footpath that starts from the bottom of Leckhampstead 

Road, new “Wicken” village entry signs for the four roads into the village and an interpretation 

board for the War Memorial. 

 

An additional solar farm was given planning permission to proceed in March 2021 on land 

adjacent to the existing one which I reported on last year  It seems likely that this solar farm 

will not come on stream until 2023 at which time we should receive a lump sum payment to 

the Parish Council. 
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We continue to monitor the rising costs which the village faces and further steps were taken to 

ensure the precept received from West Northants Council at least matches the regular 

maintenance expenditure which we incur.  The Council voted to increase the precept to £8,400 

per annum in January but our forecasting suggests that this may still be about £1,000 short of 

our long term requirement. 

 

We fully expected to complete the legal work on the transfer of the Viggae Hall from its 

outdated trust structure to a new charitable organisation with three trustees appointed.  

Further information on the current situation is contained in the report from the Trustees issued 

alongside this document. 

 

The restoration work to the War Memorial was completed during the year with a facing of York 

Stone applied over the crumbling plinth.   All of those involved hope that this will now last for 

at least another 100 years to remind future generations of Wicken residents of the sacrifices of 

previous inhabitants. 

 

Planning has again been a major feature of the last year with the strategic option plan issued 

by West Northants Council which included a proposal to build 6,050 homes on land adjacent to 

the A5/A508/A422 roundabout at Stony Stratford. There has been considerable local disquiet 

about this proposal and others within the plan as they fail to consider the changes we need to 

make to combat climate change and to adapt to new patterns of working. 

 

The Parish Council believes that responsible house-building including a high proportion of 

affordable housing is necessary but should be located next to the places of work for those 

inhabitants to reduce reliance on commuting. It is not thought that the current infrastructure 

can support a “new town” being built in this location and the plans do not show the degree of 

integrated planning that is going to be required. 

 

I talked in the last Chair’s report about the flash flooding in February 2021, which briefly put 

several gardens underwater as the flow tried to get past the two road bridges.   Action was 

taken by the Parish Council to clear the brook of vegetation and a reminder was sent to those 

residents whose land borders the brook of their obligation to maintain the channel.    

 

A considerable improvement was achieved and further work was undertaken at the Wicken 

Park Road bridge to clear vegetation on land owned by the Parish.   
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During the last few months, the rollout of rural broadband by Gigaclear has taken place and 

the cabling is now in the village. Wicken has had reasonable broadband speeds for many years 

after a fibre cable was installed to the green box adjacent to the old telephone box on St 

John’s Lane. Those of us fortunate to live closer to the box have been able to receive fast 

speeds (as I write this I am benefitting from speeds of  60.4 download and 14.65 upload).  In 

due course, we will see what additional benefits Gigaclear can provide to residents at a 

competitive cost. 

 

Last year I reported on the need for greater transparency and the project to publish policies 

and procedures which the Parish Council follows.  This has now been implemented and the 

policies are available on the village website. 

 

Wicken will be holding an event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Sunday 5th June. 

Further details will follow from Wicken Village Community. 

 

Wicken will be holding a fete on the 25th June which we hope as many residents as possible will 

attend. Further details will be published in the course of the next few weeks. 

 

I look forward to continuing to serve the Parish Council in the future. 

 

 

Neil Gordon-Lee 

 

May 2022 

 

  


