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MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

OF WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL  

at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7th September, 2022  

in Wicken Sports Club 

  Action 

64/22 Attendance and apologies       

 In attendance: 

 Cllr. Neil Gordon Lee: Chair 

 Cllr. Alan Cartwright 

 Cllr. Philip Ivens 

 Cllr. Ian Howlett 

 Cllr. Petra Spencer-Jones 

 Cllr. Verity Robinson 

 John Westlake: Clerk 

 Hazel Dunphy 

 An apology for absence had been received from Cllr. Viv Kime 

65/22 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2022 

 The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by Cllr Alan Cartwright 
who had chaired. 

66/22 Members Interests: Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and 
other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Wicken Parish Council Code 
of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011 

The Chair encouraged those relevant councilors to make the necessary declarations. 

67/22   Appointment of new Clerk 

 The Chair announced the appointment of John Westlake as Clerk who would be 
attending an online NCALC course for new Clerks.  

68/22 To receive a report from West Northamptonshire Councillor: Ken Pritchard 

 The Chair introduced Councillor Pritchard who reported to the meeting as follows: 

 The Planning Department at WNC is understaffed due to a number of resignations, 
and problems in recruiting replacements. This has led to a delay in dealing with 
planning applications. He asked councillors to advise local residents of the reason for 
the delays. 

 Due to an increase in costs the council is conducting a review with a view to 
rationalising departments and procedures, e.g. authorisation of large items of 
revenue expenditure. 

 Local planning applications: 
- Three housing developments in Deanshanger, outside the village confines, which 

will be considered by the council shortly. He warned that even if an application is 
rejected by the Council this decision may be overturned on appeal. 
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- A distribution terminal in the local employment area near the Old Stratford 
roundabout. This is the subject of supplementary guidance to the local plan, 
which is subject to consultation, the results of which are awaited. 

- The developers of the rail freight terminal near Roade submitted an application 
to central government, which has been approved. This concerns a requirement to 
construct a rail spur into the terminal before a substantial amount of building 
work is completed. The application was to remove this requirement and operate 
the terminal from the road before the building work is completed. The Council 
has no power on the matter because the development has been designated as a 
strategic infrastructure project by central government. 

- There is a potential application to construct a roundabout on the A422 opposite 
the Kingfisher Country Club. The intention is to reopen the one way slip road into 
Deanshanger as “two ways”, 

- National Highways has submitted a proposal designed to prevent heavy lorries 
passing through Towcester by diverting those over 7.5 tons round the town via 
the new link road. 

- The MK Hotel is currently being utilised to house refugees. WNC are responsible 
for their wellbeing and are endeavouring to fulfill this obligation. 

 The Chair suggested that in should be a requirement that any new property built in West 
Northants must be able to generate its own power. Councillor Pritchard advised that the 
Spatial Strategy is defining what developers will be required to include in this area. 

 The Chair also suggested that supplementary advice with respect to the planting of trees 
on new developments is issued.  

69/22 Public Forum  

 No members of the public were present 

70/22   To note update on standing items 

  Information had been previously circulated on standing items i.e.:  

 Gigaclear 

 Flood prevention 

 Village Hall 

 New housing 

 Road condition and overhanging trees 

 Solar farm 2 

 Street lighting 

 Speed monitor 

 Path wardens 

Subsequently, with respect to Gigaclear the Chair that has been advised by Mr. Jonathan 
Gudgeon who had been approached by BT informing him that it was planning to install 
its own system. He is unaware of any such plans, but requested that councillors make 
him aware if they hear of any possible activity from BT.  He added that Mr. Gudgeon had 
investigated the price of Gigaclear’s offer which after an initial period of 18 months 
could subsequently increase, possibly linked to the RPI. Many residents already received 
an adequate service. A discussion ensued as to if and how the Parish Council should 
provide information to residents. It was agreed that it should await developments before 
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deciding on any action.  

71/22   Financial data: 

 The Chair referred to the spreadsheets that had been circulated, pointing out that 
information on these is likely to change depending on decisions to be made later in the 
meeting. He referred to:  

 The cost of the Clerk’s online training, £187+VAT which was agreed. 

 The recent submission of a large VAT refund claim. 

72/22   Solar Farm Committee meeting of 20th August 2022 

 The Chair referred to the minutes of this meeting which had been circulated.  He stated 
that a decision should be made on the village entry signs as shown in the minutes. The 
quoted cost is £3722 + VAT, and the existing posts would be used. After discussion it was 
agreed that the green sign would be selected. 

 Potential future projects were discussed as follows: 

 Refurbishments and repairs to Wicken Sports Club as shown in the minutes of the 
Solar Farm Committee Meeting, It was agreed to reserve £2500 based on 50/50 
matched funding.  

 War Memorial Interpretation Board. British Legion Industries have quoted £1100 for 
a lectern style board plus £600 for posts. Approval must be sought from WNC 
Planning and the Diocese which may mean that it will be some time before a firm 
order can be made. In the meantime it is proposed that £1500 is reserved (the cost 
will exceed this but it will allow the process to commence). The next step is for the 
Parochial Parish Council to consider this; if it approves the various applications can 
be made, and the Chair will deal with this. Cllr. Howlett stated that he will research 
the airmen who died in Wicken Wood because they deserve recognition. 

 Surfacing the footpath that from the bridge at Rectory Corner with a suitable 
material. It was agreed to reserve £1000 for this project. It is possible that another 
footpath in the village may be the subject of a similar project. 

 The Chair had received an email from Mrs. Celina Franklin. She will be submitting a 
proposal to the Solar Farm Committee as part of the Queen’s Platinum Green Canopy 
Campaign to plant trees along the Whittlebury Road. She is working to formulate a 
proposal to include maintenance of the trees, which may be the subject to consider 
in a future meeting.  

 Cllr. Robinson suggested that a suitable future project for funding may be the 
accessible path from the playground. 

 Cllr. Spencer-Jones suggested that to encourage people to “try out” tennis at the 
sports club a racket loan scheme could be introduced. 

73/22   Dog fouling 

The Chair referred to the flyer and a draft order from WNC, which will be enacted in the 
current month. The latter will make it a criminal offence for a person in control of a dog 
to allow it to foul on designated land without removing the faeces. The Chair suggested 
that he review the wording on the flyer to be circulated when the order becomes 
effective. This was agreed. Cllr. Robinson suggested it would be useful if WNC issued 
guidance for parish councils to assist in the communication of the requirements of the 
order. 
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74/22   Playground maintenance  

Cllr. Robinson has obtained a quotation had been from Wicksteed to supply and fit new 
bolts etc. at a cost of £673.50. They, however, will not undertake to maintain 
components fitted by other suppliers. The components for the playground equipment 
are supplied by two separate manufacturers, and another company performs the 
statutory inspection. Cllr. Robinson suggested that there must be a single company that 
can perform all maintenance in addition to the inspection. After discussion the Chair 
undertook to approach other local parish councils to enquire how they dealt with 
playground maintenance and inspection. He pointed out that the PC is responsible for 
playground maintenance, but cannot undertake the work. In the event of an accident 
insurers may avoid liability; the work must be carried out by a competent contractor.  

75/22   Tree on Cross Tree Road 

Cllr. Cartwright had pointed out that the tree is now due to be cut back. The Chair 
suggested that he obtain quotations, and in the meantime that £350 is allocated for the 
work. Cllr. Howlett pointed out that other trees near the green require work. The Chair 
pointed out that this would be expensive, but it was agreed that estimates for the work 
are obtained. 

76/22   Resident complaints 

The Chair described residents’ complaints as follows: 

 The need for hedge cutting on the road to Deanshanger near the bridge. This has 
been carried out, which has improved sight lines for vehicles. 

 The dumping of spoil on the bridleway adjacent to the sports club. He has spoken 
to the owner of the property from which the spoil originated. It will be removed 
this autumn. 

 The parking of a car in an unsafe position on a verge on the Deanshanger Road 
near the junction with Quarry Green Close outside a newly erected house. It was 
agreed that the Chair will write to the owner of the car pointing out that it is 
being parked in a dangerous position, and ask that a safer location be found. 
 

77/22   Smaller Authorities Audit Appointment: opt out 

The Chair advised that the external audit is carried out by the firm PKF Littlejohn under 
an arrangement with NCALC. In accordance with this Littlejohn are obliged to advise PCs 
every five years that they can opt out and appoint their own auditor. It was agreed that 
that Wicken Parish Council would remain in the scheme, and not opt out. 

78/22   NCALC Conference: Kettering 1st October 2022 

              The Chair volunteered to attend this conference, and this was agreed.   

79/22   Green Canopy response to Lord Lieutenant 

The Chair has received a questionnaire from the Lord Lieutenant enquiring what has 
been done as part of the Green Canopy initiative e.g. plans to plant trees by March 2023. 
He proposes to respond by saying that we are not planning to conform to that timetable, 
but are intending to undertake planting projects within the next year. This was agreed. 
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80/22   To note future meeting dates: 2nd November 2022, 4th January, 2023,  1st March, 2023 

81/22   To note/consider items for next meeting 

                Cllr. Ivens gave notice that he would like to add an item concerning a planning issue 
which may arise in connection with a house for sale on the A422. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ------------------------------------- 
       Councillor Neil Gordon Lee 
       Chair, Wicken Parish Council 

    

  

 

 

 


