
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL 

 at 7.00pm on Wednesday 5th July, 2023  

 in Wicken Sports Club 

Chairman’s initials …. 

Attendance 

Cllr. Neil Gordon-Lee 
Cllr. Philip Ivens 
Cllr. Petra Spencer-Jones 
Cllr. Ian Howett 
Cllr. Andrew Stockbridge 
Cllr. Rachel Sithole 

63/23 To receive and accept any apologies for absence. 

None. In the absence of the Parish Clerk Cllr. Stockbridge took notes of the meeting. 

64/23 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd May 2023 and the Annual Parish Meeting also 
            held on 3rd May 2023 

The minutes of the previous meetings were approved and signed by the Chair. 

65/23 Members’ interests:  Councillors are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in 
items on the agenda as required by the Wicken Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the 
Localism Act 2011           

 The Chair encouraged those relevant Councillors to make the necessary declarations. None received. 

66/23 To hear a report from WNC Councillor Ken Pritchard 

Cllr. Pritchard was delayed in attending the meeting arriving during item 67/23. His comments and those made at the 
end of the meeting were: 

 The West Northamptonshire Council Annual Report was now available on the website and in hard copy.  

 The two housing developments of 190 and 180 houses in Deanshanger are awaiting the Highways Dept. report.  

 The WDC are considering purchasing housing for Asylum seekers. 

 Regarding the Furtho Pit development (see also 70/23) Cllr. Pritchard made the following points: 
- Whilst he had some concerns about the proposal as a Planning Committee member he remains neutral. 
- He had met Andrea Leadsom, the developers, and their agents, and attended Parish Meetings at Cosgrove, 

Yardley Hastings, and Old Stratford.   
- His main concern was the loss of the originally planned roundabout onto the A508 and the now proposed 

non-traffic light junction. This change was to allow for a larger (B8) warehouse on the site.  
- There may be a further public meeting(s) arranged in the next month, but he had no details. 
- He expected the site to run 24/7 so there would be no ‘peak’ traffic times. 
- He was hoping to arrange for other members of the Planning Committee to visit the site.  
- It is expected the application will come to the Planning Cttee. In October or November. 
- Cllr. McCord had notes on his response to the application and would forward these to Cllr. Stockbridge.  

 

 Cllr. Howett asked about the process for road closures. Each is agreed through Highways Dept. 
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67/23 Public Forum 

Two members of the Furtho Pit Stop 3,000 Trucks group attended the meeting and made the following points: 

 The current proposal which is significantly different to the original plan, is primarily 9 units of 
warehousing, and does not meet the planning guidelines as set out in the Council Strategic Plan.  

 It is a logistics/distribution hub that will operate 24/7 and create about 3,000 lorry movements daily.  

 It will cause considerable additional traffic on the A5 and surrounding roads. 

 There are issues around water management and flooding. 

 It is very close to some housing with a huge impact on the whole surrounding area and villages. 

 The site will be visible from surrounding villages including Cosgrove, Hanslope, Castlethorpe, Stony 
Stratford and Deanshanger. Light pollution will potentially be seen in Wicken and other villages. 

 Public objections need to be in by 15th July 2023, and he encouraged people to make objections. Currently 
it is thought around 2.000 objections have been submitted.   

The Chair thanked members of the group for attending the meeting. 

Cllrs. Considered this matter under 70/23 and a copy of their submissions to the Council is appended to these 
minutes. 

68/23 To note updates on standing items. 

An update had been circulated to Cllrs.  

 The planned maintenance of the Gospel Elm would be carried out this winter.  

 Cllr. Howett raised concern about vegetation blocking footpaths. The matter will be looked at this autumn. 

 The reinstatement of some footpaths as proposed by the Ramblers Association will be considered further as full 
details are known. Cllr. Ivens had concerns about the route of certain paths and believed that the Merchant 
Venturers will fight some applications when they come up for reinstatement. 

69/23 Finance 

 
The financial position was noted and is in line with the forecast. 

70/23 To consider planning issues including proposed development at Furtho Pits, Old Cosgrove Road, Old Stratford 

Furtho Pit Development: 
 

 Cllr. Howett had commented on the proposal and Cllr. Stockbridge had reviewed the planning application 
documentation and provided as summary to Parish Cllrs. by email.  

 Cllrs. had several concerns about the proposed development notably around, light pollution, traffic, scale and 
purpose of the development, speculative nature and justification, impact on local communities and changes to 
original planning as set out in the Local Plan 2011-29.  

 It was agreed to submit a response based on the summary provided by Cllr. Stockbridge and additional comments.  

 Cllr. Stockbridge agreed to edit the notes following the discussion and once agreed, these would be submitted to the 
Planning.  

  

71/23 To consider action on playground maintenance. 

The quote from RPM (attached) and provided by Cllr. Spencer-Jones had been circulated to Cllrs.  

The expenditure of £800 + VAT was agreed. Cllr. Spencer-Jones will inform RPM and aim to have the work done in 
August.  
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It was agreed that the steam pressure washing of the mats would be carried out by the contact of Cllr. Ivens at a 
cost of not more than £150. Cllr. Ivens and Spencer-Jones to liaise on getting this done. 

72/23 To consider tree planting. 

 The Chair said there had been email communication regarding trees close to property in Cross Tree Road. Any work 
on these trees in a conservation area is subject to planning. 
 

 Proposed avenue of lime trees on St John Lane north of the village. 

The discussion included contributions from members of the public.  

- Merchant Venturers and their agent Savills had verbally agreed to the planting of 14 trees. They had changed 
the position of 4 trees around access points so that any future development would not be impeded. Written 
confirmation has yet to be received. 

- The Chair noted that the key outstanding concern was maintenance that at the proposed £7k a year for three 
years was too high. In discussions with the Solar Farm Cttee. it was thought that a maximum of £2k could be 
possible for the right solution. There was also concern about planting semi-mature trees, their cost at £300 each 
and maintenance.  

 
A general discussion followed with various contributions from members of the public and the following noted. 
- Cllrs. are in favour of planting trees and broadly supportive of creating an avenue but are not in agreement that 

the current proposal is suitable.  
- Cllrs. have concerns about planting semi-mature trees and would favour planting smaller trees that require 

much less maintenance and are less risky.  
- Cllrs are agreed that it could be possible to fund the planting of suitable sized trees but to do so will need a 

focused and affordable maintenance plan that is not yet in place.  
- It was agreed that for maintenance Mrs. Celina Franklin would seek to find 14 village members prepared to 

‘adopt’ a tree and undertake to maintain them for three years. She would report back to the next meeting or by 
email.  

- The Chair noted that any such undertaking to maintain / adopt a tree would need to be in writing.  
- Other options for tree planting were discussed.  

73/23 To consider car parking following discussion at previous meeting including Solar Farm project on restricting        
parking on the Cross Tree Triangle  

With respect to the pavement parking at Cross Tree Road Triangle a general discussion was held including comments 
from members of the public. Various options are being considered to deter parking on this triangle. The solar farm 
committee will look at this and make a proposal to the next Council meeting. 

74/23 To consider forestry programme in Park Copse. 

The email from Mark Steed (attached) was noted and read out to meeting.  Replanting of the wood with native 
trees will commence once the site has settled.  

75/23 To note future meeting dates   

The next meetings are scheduled for 6th September 2023, 1st November 2023, and 3rd January 2023. 

 The Chair is not available for the meeting on 06th September. Cllrs. will agree by email to a suitable alternative 
date.  

The November and January dates were agreed. 
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76/23 To note/consider items for next meeting 

None  

77/23 Any other business 

Cllr. Stockbridge informed the meeting that he had recently spoken to the Chair and was stepping down at the 
close of the meeting as a Parish Councilor. His resignation was noted. He thanked the Chair and other member of 
the Council for their support during his time as a Councilor. He commented that he is available to look at 
documents, planning and other policies as and when should Councillors believe it could be helpful. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        ----------------------------------- 
                                                   Councillor Neil Gordon-Lee 
                                                  Chair, Wicken Parish Council   

 

 


