
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL 

 at 7.00pm on Wednesday 3rd January 2024  

 in Wicken Sports Club 

Chairman’s initials …. 

Attendance 

Chair: Cllr. Neil Gordon-Lee 
Cllr. Philip Ivens 
Cllr. Ian Howett 
Clerk: John Westlake 

01/24 To receive and accept any apologies for absence. 

An apology for absence had been received from Cllr. Petra Spencer-Jones. 

02/24 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd November 2023 

The minutes of the previous meetings were approved and signed by the Chair. 

03/24 Members’ interests:  Councillors are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in 
items on the agenda as required by the Wicken Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the 
Localism Act 2011           

The Chair encouraged those relevant Councillors to make the necessary declarations.  

04/24 To hear a report from WNC Councillor Ken Pritchard 

In the absence of Cllr. Pritchard there was no report. 

05/24 Public Forum 

A member of the public raised an issue about hedgerows. The Chair stated that this will be dealt with under the 
item 12/24 - Planning Issues. 

06/24 To note updates on standing items 

 
The Chair reported on: 

 Flood prevention. The brook flowing through the village is coping well with the recent very heavy rainfall 
although low lying land to the east of the A5 was substantially affected by flooding. 

 Road condition and overhanging trees. These will be dealt with under item 12/24 – Planning Issues. 

 Pot holes have been reported as they appear. In particular those in the stretch of road near Quarry Green which 
will be reported when they reach a depth of 20mm. Cllr. Howett will monitor those pot holes near Pound Close. 

 The Solar Farm Committee is endeavouring to form a group to tackle the very muddy footpath near the “1840 
Bridge”. 

 Residents’ complaints which will be dealt with under item 12/24 – Planning Issues. 
Cllr. Howett will circulate the data from the speed monitors when he has received them. 
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07/24 Finance 

The financial position summarised on the agenda was noted, with no questions.  

08/24 To consider and approve the budget for the financial year 2024/25 

 Copies of the budget proposals were previously circulated to councillors. However paper copies were distributed, 
including to members of the public present. The Chair pointed out, in particular, that the expenditure on power 
for the street lights was far less than expected based on information received. He explained that the proposed 
precept was based on expected operational expenditure. There is a policy to ring fence income from the solar 
farm to finance projects that benefit the village, recognising that this income would not be paid in perpetuity. This 
was explained to the auditor who had enquired why a precept was required when solar farm funds were available. 
With this in mind it is proposed that the precept for 2024/25 is increased by £1000 to £10400.  
 
Cllr. Ivens reported that the development of an additional solar farm (Solar Farm 2) has been delayed, with 
development possibly commencing in October 2025 with completion in 2026. This would mean that the parish 
council would not derive any income from this source until 2027. However there are doubts that the project will 
go ahead.  
 
Cllr. Howett suggested that the budget could be modified to include a “wheelie bin” from WNC into which village 
green waste could be deposited. It was agreed that this could be accommodated within the existing budget, after 
further investigation on how it would function. 
 
Cllr. Ivens proposed that the proposed budget be accepted; this was seconded by Cllr. Howett and approved 
unanimously.  

09/24 To review policies 

The Chair described the policies which the council has a statutory duty to publish and review at prescribed intervals. The 
following policies (listed on the agenda) are due for review: 

 Financial Policy 

 Training Statement of Intent 

 Complaints Policy 

 GDPR and Privacy Policy 

 Solar Farm Terms of Reference 

He invited councillors to express any concerns they have with these policies and stated that the options are to: 

 Readopt the policies 

 Require that a policy, or policies, is reviewed and submitted to the next meeting 

The Chair expressed the view that after scrutinising the policies that no changes were necessary. This was proposed by 
Cllr Howett, seconded by Cllr Ivens and accepted by the council unanimously. 

10/24 To approve grants to village institutions 

The Chair outlined the annual grants that have been made to various village institutions in recent years as follows: 

 Wicken Village Community £800 

 Parochial Church Council for grass cutting around War Memorial £500 

Cllr Ivens proposed that the above sums are again donated.  This was seconded by Cllr Howett and accepted by 
the council unanimously. 
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In addition it was intended to consider a grant of £500 to Wicken Sports Club for the cost of grass cutting. The 
Chair declared an interest as a director of the club. This meant that for the purposes of approving this expenditure 
there was no quorum and it would be held over for a future meeting. 

11/24 To consider schemes for environmental improvement 

 The Chair reported that the planting of trees along the Whittlebury Road have not yet taken place. He is 
making enquiries with Wessex Woodland, but said that it is probable that planting has been delayed by the 
recent inclement weather. 
 

 The Chair reported that he had received an email from Andrew Stockbridge outlining suggestions on the 
management of the trees on land adjacent to the Wicken Park Bridge. He asked Andrew, who was present, to 
describe what he had in mind.  He suggested that the stumps of the willow trees that were felled two years 
ago could be allowed to grow in a managed way. This would: 
- Provide a few more trees in that area as a more attractive entrance to the village.  
- Compensate for the loss of the mature ash tree on the north side of the brook, which will almost certainly 

succumb to Ash Dieback in the next few years.  
- Provide a helpful ‘carbon capture and store’. 
- Be consistent with the desire to see more trees in the village. 

 
He proposed that:  
- The growth of the existing trees is managed so that over time there will be four or five mature willow trees at 

the entrance to the village. To achieve this about half the growth of whips from this season would be removed 
but the rest left to grow next year. 

- In subsequent years a decision is made on a number of the best whips to allow to grow further and eventually 
become mature trees. The remaining whips would be removed. 

  
To achieve the desired results he is willing to undertake the necessary work without calling on parish council time or 
finance by taking the following steps: 
- Cutting back about 50% of the growth this year. He has suitable loppers and can remove the discarded whips 

and chip them up as mulch. 
- In subsequent years to further cut back annual new whips and take out some further growing stems aiming for a 

group of trees that will mature. 
- As the trees mature they will most likely need to be pollarded, at which stage it may be that a qualified tree 

surgeon is needed.  
- He would be willing to manage the areas in front of the willow trees (adjacent to the footpath to the south of 

the brook).  He has a good battery powered strimmer ideal for this and can also look to keep any gully clear i.e., 
dig it out as needed. This management of the more wild area could be as simple as strimming the scrub/grass 
three/four times a year to keep it clear and the access to the footpath.   
 

A discussion followed in which Cllr. Howett undertook to assist in the work. Cllr. Ivens expressed concern about the 
health of the stumps in question but agreed that this could be assessed. If they proved unsuitable the planting of 
new willows could be considered. After a request from the Chair Andrew Stockbridge undertook to speak to Anne 
Nicholls who had instigated the planting of wild flowers in the area being discussed to ensure that that all work in 
the area was coordinated and complimentary. The Chair stated that as there appeared to be a consensus that the 
work proposed by Andrew Stockbridge should be undertaken this should proceed after he has discussed this with 
Anne Nicholls. 

 The Chair raised the possibility of the planting different varieties of trees in different parts of the village e.g. 
Rectory Corner has been suggested. He suggested that the council invites proposals e.g. in Wicken News, 
Facebook. It should be made clear, however, that the cost of maintaining a tree would be borne by the 
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“sponsor”. Currently there was no commitment that Wicken Parish Council would pay for the purchase of 
these trees. 

12/24 To consider planning issues 

The Chair reported that several planning issues had recently arisen: 

Application for change of use of one acre of agricultural land at Folly Fields Farm 

There was discussion on what will be stored in the proposed facility, but it was felt that no objection would be 
made. The Clerk was requested to communicate that the council had no comment to make. 

Application for construction of self-build single storey dwelling and detached workshop at 29 Leckhampstead 
Road 

The Chair pointed out that the proposed development was in proximity to a listed building which may affect the 
decision to grant permission. He confirmed that it is within the confines of the village and within the conservation 
area. The Chair undertook to view the site and draft a response for councillors’ consideration in time for the 
closing date for comments of 11th January 2024. He expressed concern that WNC follow their procedures in 
respect of the conservation area in view of the fact that there has been an inconsistent approach in decisions 
made in recent applications. 

New telegraph pole on Village Green 

The Chair reported that a resident had enquired the reason for the erection of telegraph pole on the village green. 
He had investigated and established that the pole had been erected by BT to enable the installation of a 
telephone line in a residence in Church Close. He expressed the view that an appeal could be made because the 
pole had been erected on designated green space without obtaining permission. After discussion it was agreed 
that the Chair would draft a formal objection to BT for consideration by councillors. 

Overhanging trees 

The Chair reported that the residents of properties with overhanging trees had been contacted. There are 
difficulties with the hedge on Deanshanger Road where the residents do not have the equipment to do the work 
but are relying on a contractor. The trees on Quarry Green have been cut back although it is questionable if this is 
sufficient, and it may be necessary, as the trees grow back, to request that they are cut back further. In addition 
the residents of 9 Cross Tree Road have submitted an application to remove leylandi trees at the side of the house 
which are overhanging a footpath. It is their intention to replace the trees with Hazel Hurdle Fencing.  

Shepherd’s Hut at 22 Cross Tree Road 

The Chair reported that the residents of 22 Cross Tree Road had applied for a land development certificate for a 
shepherds hut. This is an issue on which the council cannot comment, but have been notified for information.  

Potential development at Furtho Pits 

Cllr. Howett asked if there had been any developments in the application to build warehouses at Furtho Pits. 
Andrew Stockbridge informed the meeting that the application was due to be considered by the WNC Planning 
Committee in November 2023. This has been delayed because the Environment Agency has objected on the basis 
that the proposed water management plan is inadequate. It is likely that the developers will be endeavouring to 
ascertain what would be necessary to meet their requirements.  

 

13/24 To consider the state of the village green  
14/24 To consider  action on playground maintenance 

These two items were considered together. 
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The Chair reported that he had spoken to the resident of the telephone exchange asking him if he would be 
willing to lend water and electricity to enable the jet washing of the playground floor. The response was positive 
although details on payment will have to be agreed. During the visit the muddy state of St. John’s Lane, caused by 
cars parking on the verge, was pointed out. The Chair pointed out that parking on verges was not illegal and 
changes in this behaviour can only be effected by persuasion. Concern was expressed by a member of the public 
that this type of problem, caused by parked cars, had resulted in the village looking in a poor state.  

Various ideas, to avoid the problem getting worse, were discussed including the introduction of a dropped kerb 
and hard standing to facilitate, for example, the wheeling of a children’s buggy into the playground. The Chair 
responded by stating that improving access to the playground was a requirement to conform with legislation and 
is on the project list for maintenance of the playground.  The next step is to obtain a report following the annual 
inspection which should define exactly what is necessary to improve access, and to comply with legislation. In the 
meantime authorisation of payment for water and electricity up to £20 was agreed. 

15/24 Village defibrillator 

The Chair had been informed that the village defibrillator is no longer functional and must be replaced at a cost of 
about £1300/£1400. He suggested that solar farm funds currently budgeted for the heritage board in the 
churchyard (£1500) be reallocated to the purchase of a new defibrillator. Cllr. Howett agreed and proposed that 
an expenditure of up to £1500 is authorised  for the purchase of a new defibrillator. This was seconded by Cllr. 
Ivens. 

The Chair suggested that awareness needs to be raised on the existence of the defibrillator, and several people 
need to be trained in its use.  

16/24 Co-option to the Parish Council 

The Chair pointed out that there are vacancies for three councillors, and that ways need to be found by which 
potential members of the council may be identified and encouraged. If the stage was reached that meetings could 
not be held because a quorum was not reached Wicken Parish may be absorbed into a larger authority (e.g. 
Deanhanger) and the decisions (e.g. on the expenditure of funds) would cease to be taken locally. He encouraged 
those present to be aware of any individual who could be involved. 

17/24 To note future meeting dates: 6th March 2024, 1st May, 3rd July 

NB Subsequent to the meeting it was necessary to change the date of the next meeting to 5th March 2024. 

18/24 To note/consider items for next meeting 

None were raised. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        ----------------------------------- 
                                                   Councillor Neil Gordon-Lee 
                                                  Chair, Wicken Parish Council  

 


