
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL 

 at 7.00pm on Wednesday 1st March, 2023  in Wicken Sports Club 

C 

Attendance 

Cllr. Neil Gordon-Lee 
Cllr. Philip Ivens 
Cllr. Petra Spencer-Jones 
Cllr. Ian Howett 
Cllr. Andrew Stockbridge 
Cllr. Rachel Sithole 
John Westlake: Clerk 

19/23 To receive and accept any apologies 

An apology for absence had been received from Cllr. Verity Robinson. 

20/23 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th January 2023 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chair. 

21/23 Co-option of replacement councillor 

The Chair announced that Rachel Sithole had agreed to be co-opted as a councillor to Wicken Parish Council. Cllr. 
Howett proposed, and Cllr. Spencer-Jones seconded that she be co-opted; the subsequent vote in favour was 
unanimous. 

22/23 Members’ interests:  Councillors are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in 
items on the agenda as required by the Wicken Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the 
Localism Act 2011           

 The Chair encouraged those relevant councilors to make the necessary declarations. 

23/23 To hear a report from WNC Councillor William Barter 

Cllr. Barter reported that: 

 A West Northamptonshire local plan will be the subject of consultation in mid-2023. This will have a 15 year 
horizon; it is not feasible to plan for events over a longer period.  It will include the construction of 6000 more 
houses than are already planned. The emphasis will be on development in existing centres (e.g. Northampton). 
This may mean less development in rural areas, but more detail is required before there is any certainty. 

 WNC has agreed a balanced budget for 2023/24. He stated that every effort is being made to control costs. 
This may include changing the collection period for the black bin from two to three weeks. In response to a 
question from the Chair it was confirmed that no charge will be introduced for the black bin collection. 

The Chair referred to a planning application for a large development in Deanshanger which had been declined by 
WNC because there was already sufficient housing stock in place. He enquired if Cllr. Barter was aware if he was 
aware of any other proposed developments in West Northamptonshire which had been declined on this basis. Cllr. 
Barter was not specific but said that if a proposed development was outside the town/village confines and was 
not essential for housing supply it would not be “rubber stamped”.  



 

Chairman’s initials ...   Page 2 

Cllr. Stockbridge observed that he considered the local plan described earlier to be a vital document, defining the 
framework for development and should be a hedge against inappropriate or speculative development. He is 
looking forward to reading and commenting on it. He expressed disappointment that national government is not 
placing enough emphasis on brownfield development, and hoped that this would not be reflected locally. Cllr. 
Barter encouraged responses to the plan when published, emphasising that quality arguments will have more 
influence than merely a high volume of comments. 

In response to an enquiry from Cllr. Ivens the meeting was informed that following three planning applications in 
Deanshanger being declined at least one decision was the subject of an appeal. 

Cllr. Howett asked if Northamptonshire  Highways have any control over sub-contractors who place road diversion 
signage near roadworks. He was concerned that signs were not collected after the completion of the work. Cllr. 
Barter asked him to send him an email with examples. 

Cllr. Stockbridge enquired the level of increase in council tax for the forthcoming year.  He was informed that this 
would be an average of 4.99%. In the area formerly South Northamptonshire it will be slightly higher, but 
thereafter when harmonisation of the former council areas has been achieved future increases will be the same 
across West Northamptonshire. He confirmed that there would also be increases in the Social Levy and that for 
the Police and Fire Commissioner. The Chair pointed out that this was consistent with the information with the 
information provided by Cllr. Ken Pritchard at the previous meeting, and that the overall increase in council tax 
would be approximately 11%. He added that communication on the increase had been poor and householders 
require more notice of increases so that they can plan their finances effectively, particularly when many are 
adversely impacted by the current financial climate. 

24/23 Public Forum 

 A member of the public expressed disappointment that following a proposal she had made to the Solar Farm 
Committee there had been no response or acknowledgement. The Chair reported that the delay may be due 
to the Chair of the committee being indisposed following an accident, and will remind him that a response to 
the proposal needs should be made. If the matter is referred to the parish council it can be addressed quickly, 
with the necessary funding being approved by an extraordinary meeting of the council. 

 The Chair expressed his thanks to those who had organised the event which raised £600 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

25/23 To note updates on standing items 

Information had been previously circulated on standing items. Subsequently Cllr. Howett had circulated data from the 
speed monitor. His analysis showed that 20% of the traffic entering the village on the Deanshanger Road had exceeded 
the speed limit when passing the 30mph sign. The Chair suggested that an article reporting statistics gleaned from the 
monitor be placed in the next edition of Wicken News to help “concentrate minds”. Cllr. Howett suggested that much of 
the speeding may be when children were being ferried to and from school, and his further analysis of the data may be 

useful. 

26/23 Finance 

 The Clerk confirmed that an acknowledgement from WNC had been received following the request for a 
Precept of £9,400. 

 The Chair referred to the list of recent receipts and payments; there were no comments with respect to these. 

 In response to a query from Cllr. Howett the Clerk confirmed an application was proceeding to give him access 
to the bank accounts. 

 

 



 

Chairman’s initials ...   Page 3 

 

27/23 Planning 

The Chair: 

 Reported that WNC had recently suspended the planning operation to allow it to catch up on a backlog of 
applications. This has now been reinstated. 

 Reminded the council that there was a planning issue with respect to a house on Cross Tree Road. This was due to 
the fact that residents were unaware that permission was required due to the property being in the conservation 
area. The residents are now aware of the requirements and retrospective consent is now being sought. 

28/23 To consider action on playground maintenance 

Cllr. Spencer-Jones reported that she will be seeking a firm to carry out maintenance on the playground. This is 
likely to be expensive, but is essential to ensure that insurance cover, which is dependent on the firm employed is 
suitably qualified and able to comply with relevant health and safety legislation. The Chair asked the Clerk to 
check the amount committed to playground maintenance. 

NB: A sum of £250 was budgeted for the current financial year with £1000 for 2023/24. 

29/23 To consider proposed work on Gospel Elm 

The Chair referred to the estimate for work on the Gospel Elm which had been circulated.  The work will include 
pruning of branches which may become unsafe and deadwood which may become tangled with powerlines. The 
contractor, Tree Solutions, need to apply for permission and arrange for Western Power to present when the 
work is undertaken. The cost of £480 (inc. VAT) was approved. 

30/23 To consider tree planting 

The Chair had previously circulated a document, provided by Mrs. Celina Francklin, describing two approaches to 
the proposed project; planting fourteen or twenty-six trees, along the Whittlebury Road. He stated that there are 
difficulties in finding sufficient firms to carry out both planting and maintenance, and recommended that the 
initial emphasis should be on establishing a robust maintenance plan. The unpredictability of rainfall will make it 
very difficult to assess the amount of watering required.  Another consideration is the depth of soil required for 
the trees, and his researches show that the proposed planting site along the Whittlebury Road has the deepest 
depth of soil than any other site in the village. It is possible that trees may thrive on thinner soil, but there is a 
need to give newly planted trees the best chance of survival.  

 After discussion the Chair recommended that consideration should given to the number of trees to be planted.  
There could be a phased approach e.g. the planting of fourteen trees in the first phase with a second phase adding 
a further twelve, if the first proved to be successful and sustainable. He emphasised that this approach will ensure 
that the public funds devoted to the project are spent prudent and measured way.  

Cllr. Howett expressed reservations about allocating significant funds to the project, particularly if twenty-six trees 
are planted, because this may constrain spending on other initiatives. Mrs. Francklin stated that the Tree Council 
may provide a grant of £2000 towards the cost of planting. 

Further discussion demonstrated general support for the project, particularly as a legacy for future generations. It 
was agreed, however, that an assessment should be undertaken to determine the risks to the trees when planted. 
It may indicate, for example, that an initial planting phase of fourteen trees would be a lower-risk option and 
enable an objective view to be formed before adding a further twelve trees. 

The Chair recommended that the next meeting more precisely defines the factors to be considered, e.g. number 
of trees to be planted, the type of trees, location. 
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In response to a question from Cllr. Spencer-Jones the Chair confirmed that quotations had been received from 
Nicholson’s and Oxford Landscapes (which would not quote for maintenance). Mrs. Francklin has approached 
several other firms which had declined to quote. In response to a request from the Chair she will pass details to 
him. This is necessary because of the scale of expenditure the parish council is required to obtain three quotations 
if this cannot be achieved. 

Cllr. Howett expressed reservations about the request from a resident to plant a tree on the patch of grass near 
Rectory Corner because it may block the sight lines for vehicles on the bend in the road. The Chair recognised this 
potential hazard, and commented that if this were to go ahead a tree of modest size could be considered.   

31/23 To consider development of a Facebook presence for Wicken Parish Council 

The Chair announced that a presence on Facebook had been set up as an additional communication channel. The 
objective is to use this as a medium to convey information to residents e.g. on roadworks, in addition to the 
website. Cllr. Howett suggested that the recent announcement by WDC to increase the green bin levy should be 
announced on the new Facebook page. 

32/23 To consider measures to prevent dog fouling 

The Chair stated that there is still a problem with dogs, off the leash, on the sports field.  In spite of the fact that 
the policy is publicised on the website there is a lack of awareness. WNC will be erecting notices and the Chair has 
asked that the parish council is consulted on their positioning.  

33/23 Police Liaison 

The Clerk reported that he had registered as Police liaison representative and was receiving alerts from the 
Northamptonshire Neighbourhood Alert Scheme. Thus far he had received no alerts with respect to Wicken. 

34/23 To appoint a Vice Chairman 

The Chair invited councillors who wished to be considered for the position of Vice Chairman to step forward.  In 
the absence of any volunteers this matter will be held over until the May meeting. 

35/23 To note future meeting dates   

The next meetings are scheduled for 3rd May 2023, 5th July 2023 and 6th September 2003. The Clerk is unable to 
attend on 5th July, but will prepare and distribute the agenda.  Cllr. Stockbridge kindly volunteered to take the 
minutes. 

36/23 To note/consider items for next meeting 

Cllr. Howett requested that the maintenance of the trees on the Village Green be placed on the agenda for the 
May meeting. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        ----------------------------------- 
                                                   Councillor Neil Gordon-Lee 
                                                  Chair, Wicken Parish Council 
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