
w w w . w i c k e n n o r t h a n t s . c o . u k

M A R C H  2 0 2 2 I S S U E   8 6

WICKEN NEWS
B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

S P R I N G
E D I T I O N



welcome
Things are getting back to “normal”!  More activity around the Village, and 
more to come.
A Summer Fete is being organised for 25 June, see the back cover Ad.  Please 
pop the date in your diaries.  It’s going to be a Big Bash from 1pm till late, so 
really important that it is well supported.
We are arranging the re-print of the Old Photographs of Wicken – the 
intention is that these will be available for purchase at the Summer Fete.
The Sports Club is going to be the venue for a new venture starting on 30 
March, with owners bringing their classic cars to the Club in the evening to 
show them off, have a chat and a drink.  Non- classic owners are welcome 
too.  This is hoped to become a regular meet event.
The annual Spring Litter Pick is coming up shortly on 20 March.  This is 
always well attended, and hopefully this year will be no different.  There is 
an additional push around the Country to tidy up with the Queen’s Jubilee 
Celebrations.
There are plans afoot to hold a Jubilee Celebration at the Sports Club on 5 
June, but more to come on that.
It is great to see that we are able to plan more things for 2022 than we have 
been able to in the past couple of years.  Spring is springing, let’s hope for a 
good year all round!  
Sadly, Siobhan has decided to step back from the Wicken News Editor role.  
She has done a fantastic job; but now she and the family are happily living in 
Portugal, it has understandably got harder for her.        
Fenlon Dunphy
Chair
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Vacancy
Could you be the new Editor of Wicken News?

Do you have skills in using Adobe Indesign (or a similar alternative) and have 
access to the software? Do you enjoy designing layouts and have an eye for 
detail? Wicken News is published 4 times a year. Being the Editor gives you 
an opportunity to get to know the people of Wicken as well valuable design 

experience. 
If you have the skills and can spare some time please email us.
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S t  J o H N ’ S  C H U R C H  U P D A T E
During the Pandemic, the Venerable David Painter (Father David) kindly 
stepped in to provide part-time support to the Benefice and our Ministry team.  
The arrangement has worked very well indeed and it is now hoped that Fr David 
will be installed as our interim Rector on the same basis.  We have longer-term 
plans to fill the vacancy permanently but this has yet to be finalised, so we are 
most grateful to Fr David for all he is doing for us in his “retirement”.  
We continue to have a service of Holy Communion at 10am every Sunday at 
one of the four churches in the group.  Ours is usually on the first Sunday of the 
month but that sometimes changes, so please keep an eye on the church notice 
board.  When there is a fifth Sunday in the month, the Benefice service is at 
8am and follows the Book of Common Prayer, You’re welcome to contact me 
with any enquiries about service times/venues (please see below).
We have some plans for forthcoming events.  On Sunday 5 June we will mark 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by opening the church for people to visit, perhaps 
on their way to or from the afternoon tea at the Sports Club?  We hope also to 
hold a Flower Festival on the theme of “Platinum” (what else?) on 25 June as 
part of the village’s celebrations, followed by a “Songs of Praise” service on 
the evening of 26 June.  Please note that these two events for the Fête week-end 
are still at the planning stage so details will be confirmed later.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held at the church on Monday, 4 
April at 7pm.  This is a public meeting to which all are welcome.

CHURCH CONTACTS
Tish Gordon-Lee: 01908 571387 tish@gordonlee.org

Marcus Rixon: wickenchurch@btinternet.com 
Celina Francklin: celinafrancklin@gmail.com 

Enquiries for Funerals please contact Mary McVay on 01908 542289 or   
admin@southcleley-benefice.org.uk 

Enquiries for Weddings and Baptisms please contact Anne Henson at 
admin@southcleley-benefice.org.uk    

Some of our services may be recorded for later publication on our benefice 
YouTube or Facebook pages

A midweek gathering for local classic car and bike enthusiasts at Wicken Sports 
Club. The event organisers Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services will ask for a 
donation to Willen Hospice on entry. The bar will be open, selling the usual drinks 
and bar snacks. 

Event organised by Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services
To find out more look for the event Classic Wheels at Wicken on facebook

Anyone new who wishes to join are all very welcome, along with anyone who 
wishes to volunteer and help – everyone welcomed with open arms.

A lovely social group that meet on the 2nd Saturday of the month from 12.30 till 
5pm for a cooked meal, with bingo, raffle, tote and occasionally entertainment.

For more information, please call Myrtle on 01908 616603

S E N I O R  C L U B
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Saturday morning two or three months ago I was walking up to the Sports Club. 
As I passed the lichgate, I noticed a man wandering round the graves. As I 

got further along, I saw him stop at a headstone and was obviously reading the 
inscription, then took a photograph. Not being able to contain my curiosity for 
reasons that will be very apparent I called to him and asked if I could answer any 
questions. He for a moment looked startled by my intervention, but then said he 
was reading about his great grandparents. I replied that’s strange as the headstone 
you are reading is my great grandparents also. At this, neither of us could believe 
what each was saying.  
I then said are you a descendant from the Barby family? He said I am a Barby, 
David Barby, son of Bob (Robert) Barby.  
I replied that makes your Grandparents my Great Uncle Ted (Edward) and Aunty 
Lottie (Charlotte) who were my grandma’s brother and sister-in-law living in 
Coventry. Again, silence. We had little or no real knowledge of each other. 
You must come back to our house to discuss this further I said, do you have time? 
Yes, he said, so off we went, both with heads spinning with so many questions to 
be asked. 
I had last met Great Uncle Ted and Lottie more than fifty-five years ago and their 
son Bob who was some ten or eleven years older than me (see Old Photographs of 

Wicken page 146. Lottie, left, Ted, centre back, and young son Bob (Robert) on a stool. 
Outside the Barby house Rectory Corner, Wicken). 
After much conversation over a cup of tea or two, it transpired that David was now living 
in Southsea, but had a narrow boat moored at Long Buckby, jointly owned with his sister, 
so that both could stay there occasionally to visit their mother June in Coventry. Their 
dad Bob had died some three years back. All of this I did not know, other than I knew 
Bob had married a lady by the name of June and had two children. David told me that 
his dad had brought him down to Wicken some seven years back to look for the grave. 
He had related a story that Phyllis, my mother, had lost her husband in the war leaving 
her with a young son, but did not know where either was now. The truth was I was then 
living less than 200 yds from that spot. And my mother and memorial to my dad were 
in the same churchyard, mum’s grave less than three yards from where they must have 
been standing. 
A side story to all this is that some years ago David had read the name Barby on the 
war memorial along Southsea Sea front. After some investigation he had found that 
the person named on the memorial, Alex Henry Barby lost in the First World War, was 
indeed a relative, came from Wicken and was an able seaman posted to Submarine E10 
that went missing in the North Sea Heligoland area in January 1915 (see “The Wicken 
Men” by Neil Gordon-Lee chapter 4, you should read this). This submarine was only 
recently discovered, largely intact except for a hole in a ballast tank presumed caused by 
a mine. Neil, or I, have more info on this discovery if you are interested. 
Further to this, the encounter I am sure would not have happened if the hedge had not 

By John Folker 

What’s the chances of this?

been removed from the churchyard 
roadside several years ago. A project 
that I had personally campaigned 
that it should not be removed for 
ancient and environmental reasons.  
Can’t win them all, but turned out a 
winner after all.   
I am now in constant contact with 
David who is in the process of 
relocating his mother to Southsea. 
He is still tracing family history, 
particularly now on the side of his 
grandmother Charlotte Barby nee 
Timms.  
Aunty Lottie originally came from 
Buckingham and may have distant 
connections with my wife’s family.  
Watch this space. 
We are both still in disbelief how 
this all came about. A few minutes 
either way and it would not have 
happened. If the hedge was still 
there, then likewise.  
What do you think? Chances of this 
encounter must be greater than one 
in a million. 
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Leslie had lived in Wicken since the 1970s at 22 Cross 
Tree Road which is the cottage just opposite the triangle. 

She was probably the most well-known Wicken resident 
worldwide because of her work in publishing in the 1950s, 
translating the Tintin Books from highly colloquial Belgian 
into English.
Leslie Lonsdale-Cooper passed away on December 12th 
2021 aged 97. She leaves a family spread between the 
United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand for whom she 
was their Aunt Sage.

Leslie Lonsdale-Cooper
1924 - 2021

Leslie was born on 17th January 1924 on the very same day that her father was being 
buried following his untimely death at the age of 32.  Her father had been a Lieutenant 
Commander in the Royal Navy, who served at the Battle of Jutland and won the DSC for 
his part, aboard the destroyer HMS Pigeon, in the sinking of UB124 on the 20th July 1918.
Leslie was christened after her father using the male spelling of the name which may have 
influenced events later on in her life.
She will ever be known amongst a worldwide legion of fans as one of the duo who 
collaborated on the English translation of Hergé’s Adventures of Tintin. These books have 
sold over 270 million copies worldwide and have been translated now into 110 languages.
Within six weeks of her birth, the family moved to a thatched cottage called Lane End 
on Boar’s Hill outside Oxford where she spent idyllic summers playing in the garden.  
Her older siblings, Michael and Anne, were away at school. The origins of her family 
nickname are traced to the imaginary troop of North-West Mounted Police which she 
commanded. Long words for the young Leslie, such as Sergeant, became compressed so 
she was always known as Sage.
Leslie was at school with her sister Anne at the Royal Naval College in Twickenham 
from the age of 10 having previously been educated at Miss Skerries Dance School. The 
College had to be evacuated in early 1941 when it was bombed and re-established itself at 
Fernhurst outside Haslemere in Surrey.
On leaving school, Leslie took a secretarial course at the Kerr Sander Secretarial College 
in Gloucestershire and then joined the Commanding General of the U.S. Army’s office, 
initially in London at 1 Great Cumberland Place working for General John C.H. Lee.  
The office was subsequently moved to a site in Cheltenham in July 1942 which is now 
occupied by GCHQ.
Leslie transferred to the US Justice Department as Personal Assistant to the US Chief of 
Military Justice (Europe) and by 1944 had moved back to London.   In 1945 she travelled 
to Paris with this unit where evidence was being collated in advance of the Nuremberg 
Trials. As a woman of just 21 she was to attend the first day of those trials.  The family 
believe that someone may have thought that with the spelling of her first name she was 
male.
The information contained in the trial preparation had a profound effect on Leslie but in 
later life, she regarded it as just something one did in that position during wartime. She 
did not necessarily see it as being present at a point in history unlike any other and to have 
played a significant part in its outcome.

She returned to London and became the private secretary to Lord Rothschild and spent 
two years cataloguing his library. Following a period with Sir Misha Black whilst he 
was working on the Festival of Britain, she decided to move into publishing starting as a 
secretary to Raleigh Trevelyan at William Collins but becoming an editor after attending 
night school to learn the basics of the publishing business. After four years in 1956, she 
moved to Methuen as an editor but later became their Rights Director.  In the early 1960s, 
publishing rights were not that well known as a subject and, as Leslie later described it, 
considered as “women’s work”. She was quoted as saying that this group “would now be 
known as the Rights Ladies but were then known as the Witches Coven”.
During the thirteen years spent at Methuen she met Michael Turner and so started the 
collaboration to translate the Tintin books from Belgian French into English. This had to 
be done for no money and in their own time at the start.
Four hours were spent on every page of Hergé’s strip cartoons and many of the words 
simply did not translate.  For English readers, the expletives of Captain Haddock such as 
“Thundering Typhoons” and “Billions of Blue Blistering Barnacles” were inventions of 
Leslie’s and Michael’s. 
However, one of the major constraints was the size of the speech bubble in each drawing. 
Belgian and English do not have the same word count, so Leslie and Michael had to be 
adept at translating accurately into the space available.  Hergé, who was something of an 
avid Anglophile, trusted them implicitly to create something which was accurate for an 
English audience. 
In 2011 Frank Gardner, the Security Correspondent for the BBC, made a documentary 
about Tintin who was one of his great inspirations as a child.  Frank interviewed Leslie at 
the cottage in Wicken, Northamptonshire where she then lived.  She showed her original 
notes of the key word translation of the various expletives and also the inscription in a 
book by Hergé, left when he visited her in 1977, which read; “To Leslie, who did so much 
for my little son”.
Over the next three decades, Leslie translated the text of all 24 albums into English and 
many other of the 110 different language translations may be based on the English version 
rather than the original.
As Rights Director at Methuen, she also became involved in Associated Book Publisher’s 
rights which continued up until 1970 when, having spent a very short spell at Michael 
Joseph Publishing working with Peter Hebden, she joined the Open University as its first 
and only Publishing Manager.  The expansion of that department over the next seventeen 
years meant that the number of publishing editors rose to around 50.  She finally retired 
on the last day of December 1986 being quite adamant that she was retiring completely to 
devote her time to travelling and her garden in Wicken.
It would not have been lost on Leslie that Hergé’s books, whilst excellent reading for 
children also carried deeper political meanings.  The very first book, Tintin in the Land of 
the Soviets, written in 1929 was unmistakeably anti-Bolshevik propaganda followed later 
by the Blue Lotus which carried anti-Japanese messages in the pictures over the invasion 
of China.   Its translation was delayed but sales in Japan have not suffered in any way. 
It is said that Leslie had reservations about translating the second book, Tintin in the 
Congo, because of its racist and colonial stereotypes.
However, the legacy is best summed up by an anonymous post on the tintin.com website 
which says “you were one of the people responsible for the joy of so many people”
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There was a large 
turn out at Wicken 
Sports Club on Friday 
25th February when 
£500 was raised. Our 
thanks to Sally and 
Annie as always for 
making the event such 
a success.

By John Harris

At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out 
to walk in the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find new and 

interesting walks?
Walking in Northamptonshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/northants has 
hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of 
all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on 
your own or with a group all the information is there in one place.
John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so much walking 
information on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Northamptonshire (part 
of the Walking in England website) has brought it together in one place so whether 
you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk 
suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for 
pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

T i m e  t o  g e t 
w a l k i n g 
a g a i n !

M a c m i l l a n
Q u i z   N i g h t

Sunday 20th March 2022
10.30am

meeting at
WICKEN SPORTS CLUB

VILLAGE
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Dog Poo has become an increasing problem around 
the Sports Club.  It is hard to fathom why.  There 
are signs at the entrances and two Dog Poo Bins 
available, but still we constantly have to pick up Dog 
Poo and Dog Poo bags, sometimes left only metres 
away from the bins, or strategically near the cricket 
or football pitches, or under the trees.  

By Neil Gordon-Lee

My project to catalogue the headstones in Wicken Churchyard and to compare the 
information to the Parish Burial Records, has finally been completed.  A year 

was lost owing to Covid but as regulations eased it was possible to spend more time 
researching especially once the Northamptonshire Record Office re-opened.
I have concluded that there are at least 2775 burials in the churchyard and 356 
headstones related to 520 burials, not all of which are still legible.  The oldest one I 
can pinpoint is from 1709.  
The parish records are not entirely complete and the earliest record is from 1559.  
Parishes were obliged to keep records from 1538 but it seems that Wicken took a 
while to comply. There is a gap 
of ten years when nothing was 
recorded and there is no record 
around the plague years of 1665 
and 1666.
I have been asked about records 
for the church in Wyke Hamon 
but I think it is no coincidence 
that the missing years in the 
record are from 1586 to 1597 
with the two parishes being 
unified in 1587. 
The records have all been 
published on the Wicken website 
under the Parochial Church 
Council pages.  There is an 
alphabetical list of names split 
into manageable sizes and lists of 
burials by century.  In addition, 
there is a photographic record of 
the headstones with copies of the 
inscriptions either from what can 
be read now or by infilling from 
the parish records and a previous 
study from over 20 years ago.
The top five names listed are :  
Read (88), Webb (81), Parsons 

W V C  A C C O U N T S  2 0 2 0 - 2 1

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E

The Sports Club is actually private land but kept open for public use.  We 
obviously have adults and youngsters playing their Sports; a bit more 
consideration from certain dog owners for Sports pleasure and health would 
be much appreciated.  Thank you to those that already show that.

Year Number 
of 
Burials

Possible Cause

1597 19 Plague
1635 16 Plague (large outbreak 

in London in this year)
1670 18 Typhus
1766 16 Smallpox
1783 17
1796 16
1797 16
1801 17
1837 16 Influenza / Samllpox
1838 16 Influenza / Samllpox
1847 19 Influenza / Typhus
1849 17 Cholera
1851 17 Cholera

The years with the most burials are : 

Source:  http://www.mongenes.org.uk/epidemics_in_bri.html

B u r i a l  R e c o r d s  A t  S T  J O H N ’ s  C H U R C H 

(69), Green (67) and Robinson (54)
There could be many other endemic diseases such as scarlet fever which account for 
the deaths, particularly among the younger residents and I have not located, as yet, 
any local records which indicate what was happening in Northamptonshire at the 
relevant time.
If anyone does receive requests for help for individuals researching their families 
then please direct them to this resource, to begin with.  I am happy to help where I 
can.
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WICKEN ORGANISATIONS & CONTACTS
PARISH COUNCIL (WPC)

Parish Clerk - wickenclerk@outlook.com / 
 neilgordonlee@wickennorthants.co.uk / alancartwright@wickennorthants.co.uk

ianhowett@wickennorthants.co.uk / philipivens@wickennorthants.co.uk / 
vivkime@wickennorthants.co.uk  / petraspencerjones@wickennorthants.co.uk  / 

verityrobinson@wickennorthhants.co.uk
WICKEN CHURCH

Tish Gordon-Lee – tish@gordonlee.org
Celina Francklin – celinafrancklin@gmail.com

Marcus Rixon – marcus.p.rixon@btinternet.com
WICKEN VILLAGE COMMUNITY (WVC)

Fenlon Dunphy (Chair) & Will Morphet (Vice Chair) 
email: wicken.community@gmail.com

WICKEN SPORTS CLUB
Fenlon Dunphy (Chair) & Will Morphet (Secretary)

email: enquiries.wickensc@gmail.com
WICKIDS

Petra Spencer-Jones
email: wickidsclub@gmail.com

WICKEN SOLAR FARM COMMITTEE
Giles Butterfield (Chair)

email: wickensolarfarm@gmail.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Team Sergeant: Michaela Simons 

email: micki.simons@northants.pnn.police.uk
Neighbourhood Team Coordinator: Katrina Heath

email: katrina.heath@northants.pnn.police.uk
Tel: 101

Neighbourhood Watch Team 
email: NeighbourhoodTeamSouthNorthants-Towcester@northants.police.uk

Wicken Coordinator: Caroline Butterfield

email: wickennw@gmail.com 14




