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welcome

Wicken News is published 
by the Wicken Village 

Community (WVC). The 
opinions expressed by 

the contributors are not 
necessarily those of the WVC.

Letters and contibutors are 
always welcome and need to 

be in by mid August.
 

For all enquiries please email wickencommunity@gmail.com

Another bumper edition!  Scarecrows, Scarecrows everywhere!

Nearly half-way through the year, but pleased to see lots of activity around 
the village; these are covered later with some great photos and write ups.  
We were thrilled with the turn out for the Scarecrow Festival, a highlight 
in our calendar; it is hard to estimate overall numbers, but we guess around 
250 people came to the event – the car park was heaving, so we must have 
had quite a few out of village visitors.  We definitely stepped it up this year 
and it seems to have worked!  Well done to everyone that made it possible, 
volunteers and Scarecrow makers alike – a real team effort!

As we move through the year, look out for the Farm Walk in June and the 
BBQ in September (hopefully with a bit of a twist).  Remember, fresh ideas 
always welcome.

Another new idea this time around, “Wicken Wonders” Photography 
Competition, see back page for details.

Fenlon Dunphy
Chair
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(New members 
always welcome!)

WVC AGM to be held Sunday 30 June 4pm in 
Wicken Sports Club.

All welcome!

Information from the organisers

Easter fun had by the children of Wicken

Review of our annual event

Update from Sue Stanley

Help out and join in

Submit your ideas on how to allocate the fund  

Make delicious Murgh Makhni (Butter Chicken)

Join in with regular walks

Dates for your diary

Get snapping and win a John Lewis gift voucher
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The 2019 Buckingham Half Marathon 
The 3rd staging of the Buckingham Half  Marathon 
takes place this year on Sunday June 9th. Runners 
will follow the same route as in 2018, beginning 
at the Maids Moreton playing fields and passing 
through Leckhampstead, Wicken and Akeley 
before returning to the starting point. 
Last year saw a record number of over 400 
entrants, with the profit of £8000 going to local 

charities. This year we are supporting The Puzzle Centre in Middle Claydon, 
and The Winter Night Shelter Milton Keynes, which supports the homeless and 
vulnerable. 
The event is being sponsored by Rainscourt Family Law Solicitors of Milton 
Keynes, and Buckingham based Lee Therapies, Bates Body Factory, The Energy 
Effect Fitness Studioand The Gallery Dental Practice. We are also indebted to 
Maids Moreton and Akeley Parish Councils. Buckingham Town Rugby Club, 
Vitalograph, Buckingham Primary School, Tesco and the BCQ group. The list 
may seem long but it is an indication of the way the local community continues 
to get behind the event. Entry fees are £24 or £22 for England Athletics affiliated 
runners, further details and how to enter can be found on the Buckingham 
& Stowe Running Club website www.buckinghamrunningclub.com. But if 
you’d like to volunteer in anyway, such as marshalling or helping at the water 
stations, then please contact the club at buckinghamrunningclub@hotmail.
co.uk. The half marathon starts at 9.30am so why not come along and cheer 
on the runners?

Easter

Everyone had a 
chocolate bunny 
to take home.
YUM! YUM!

Happy 
customers!

Afterwards they 
enjoyed snacks & 
Crafts.

Children walked around village 
to complete a quiz sheet & 
fill up a treasure box.

Thank you to everyone who came along on the 14th April, it 
was a cold but fun day. Special thanks to Sue Stanley for her 
pit stop at the Church.  Here’s a brief outline of what 
happened....

43



A  P O P U L A R  E V E N T !

With a lot of preparation, a great 
deal of team work and some good 
luck with the weather, our second 
May Day Scarecrow Festival 
was ‘the busiest Wicken has ever 
been!’ People came from far and 
wide to see our Scarecrows and 
be entertained for the afternoon. 
Having been hailed as ‘No 2.’ in 
the ‘Top 10 best things to do in 
Milton Keynes this bank holiday 
weekend’ by the free Milton 
Keynes newspaper MK Citizen, the 
pressure was on to make the day a 
success, and it was!

With hot food, cakes, locally made 
apple juice, ice creams, craft beers 
and the bar open, no one went 
hungry. The Wicked Apple Juice, 
organically produced from Wicken 
Manor apples, made a worthy 
£54.70 for the charity Marys 
Meals, which provides meals for 
school children in the poorest 
countries of the world.

The Craft Stalls, Raffle, Cricket 
activities and the Great Gappo tent 
provided fun and enjoyment for the 
whole family and an opportunity to 
learn new skills.

May  Day
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T H E  S C A R E C R O W S

As people picked up their map, they 
headed around the village to see all 
of the wonderful Scarecrows that the 
villagers had clearly spent a great deal 
of time planning and making. It was 
a pleasant walk and the rain held off 
all day for us. The map also included 
the voting form and the selection of a 
winner proved difficult for most. The 
standards were incredibly high.

With the sale of the trail maps we  
have made a total of £192 for the Air 
Ambulance.

The 2019 Trophy, Hand made by 
Ruth & Paul Harrison

The clear winner of the amazing trophy was ET, whose creators won for the second 
year running. Joint second place went to Mary Poppins and Harry Potter, who also came 
second last year. Coming in third was Paddington. The bar has been set high for next 
year’s entries! 
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Looking ahead to next year please get in contact if you would like to participate in our 
May Day Scarecrow Festival 2020. We will be particularly looking for stall holders and 
are providing an early bird discount for anyone who books a stall before January 2020.
Please email wickencommunity@gmail.com for more information.

T O U G H  C O M P E T I T I O N

So many good ideas and creative people in one village!
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C U R AT E

S O L A R  FA R M  F U N D  U P D AT E

S E N I O R  C L U B
By
Reverend 
Sue
Stanley

Over the past two years of getting 
to know my way around Wicken 
and talking to you, its residents, I 
have found it fascinating to hear all 
the memories, stories and historical 
information which have over the 
years formed Wicken into the village 
it now is. One fact which I have 
found very interesting is that Wicken 
actually used to be two villages 
with two churches - Wyke Dyve and 
Wyke Hamon - until the first of May 
1587 when they joined to become the 
single parish and church we know 
today.
This has been commemorated 
annually ever since by what is 
rather grandly entitled ‘The Wyke 
Dyve and Wyke Hamon Unification 
Commemoration Service’ which 
was originally held on the Thursday 
in Holy Week but latterly on the 
morning of Ascension Day, the 
Thursday forty days after Easter. 
However, modern-day working 

patterns and the fact that Ascension 
Day is no longer designated as a 
school holiday means that this time 
is not practical for most people so 
this year we have decided to move 
the commemoration to the Sunday 
following Ascension Day, June 2nd 
so more people have a chance to 
enjoy the occasion. 
We will begin in church at 11am 
(please note this is different to the 
normal service time) to sing some 
hymns interspersed with appropriate 
readings or poems before walking 
as tradition has it to the ‘Gospel 
Elm’ to end the service. We are 
then all kindly invited to Wicken 
Manor to enjoy ‘cake and ale’ which 
has traditionally always followed 
the service, together with other 
refreshments.
The service will last approximately 
40 minutes and will be suitable for 
all ages so please come along. If 
there are any poems or readings out 
there which might be appropriate to 
include I would love to hear from 
you! It would be lovely if we could 
make this a real celebration of all that 
the parish of Wicken is today. 

God bless
Sue

The time is fast approaching for this year’s Wicken Solar Fund (WSF) grant 
application period.  We need to receive funding applications during August in 
order to consider them and make recommendations to the Parish Council.  All 
are encouraged to put their ideas forward to wickensolarfund@gmail.com

Last year the Solar Fund helped a variety of projects, some one-offs and some 
annual.  We were able to support the Wicken taxi service to ease the loss of 
the bus; we contributed to the Deanshanger Primary School new kitchen, 
where so many of our children attend; St. John’s has received funding towards 
the upgrade of its heating; the WVC and Wickids continue to be supported in 
their activities and events for the social side of the community.  In addition, 
the defibrillator has been maintained and WVC is about to place two new 
benches with matched funding from the WSF.  Funds have also been put 
aside for the street light replacement.  Please keep an eye on village activities 
through the village website.  We look forward to receiving new proposals.

Group of around 40 elderly citizens from the area, meeting once a month for 
a lunch & afternoon entertainment. Facilities and food provided by WSC. 
They all appreciate the hospitality, but we are seriously in need of more help 
to provide food. They in turn do their bit by supporting other club functions. 
If any village resident over 55 would like to become a member, you would be 
made very welcome. 
Lunch and entertainment programme until end 2019: 8 Jun, 13 Jul, 10 Aug, 
14 Sep, 12 Oct, 9 Nov, 14 Dec. All dates are Saturdays. Any queries, contact 
Myrtle on the number below.

Can you help the Wicken Senior Club?
We are looking for someone to help cook and serve lunches once a month.
So, if you have a spare afternoon to help out 30+ senior citizens enjoy an 
afternoon of Bingo, Raffle and entertainment then please contact Myrtle 
Tanner 01908 616603

Volunteers wanted!
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Marinade Chicken
500 g chicken breast, cut into 2.5 cm 
cubes
50 g ginger and garlic paste
75 ml full fat Greek yogurt 
1/2 teaspoon Kashmiri chilli powder 
1/2 teaspoon oil
1/2 tablespoons tandoori masala 
Salt to taste 

Makhani Sauce
3 tablespoons oil or ghee
5 cardamom pods 
5 cloves 
5 cm piece of cinnamon stick

1 black cardamom 
1 star anise 
3 bay leaves
60 g ginger and garlic paste 
500 g chopped tomatoes 
1/2 teaspoon chilli powder 
1/2 teaspoon garam masala 
75 g ground cashew nuts or almonds 
1 tablespoon honey 
1/2 tablespoons tomato purée 
4 tablespoons single cream 
2 tablespoons kashtoori mathi
50 g butter 
Salt to taste 
Corriander

METHOD
For the marinade, mix all ingredients in big bowl. Put the chicken in marinade 
and mix thoroughly. Cover and marinade for 2 hours or overnight in the 
fridge. 

Preheat the grill to maximum heat. Put the marinade chicken in a baking tray 
and grill for 10 -12 minutes to char the chicken. You don’t need to cook the 
chicken thoroughly. 

M U R G H  M A K H N I  ( B U T T E R  C H I C K E N )
s e r v e s  4

  

This recipe has kindly been 
shared with us by Dixi in 
Deanshanger Local. Pop in to 
get hold of all of the spices in 
the recipe along with her great 
cooking tips! 

The walks run thoughout the year on the first Thursday and third Saturday of 
each month meeting at the Sports Club for 10 am. All most welcome. All you 
need is a good pair of walking boots.

After a walk of about an hour or sometimes up to one hour and a half, we follow 
up with teas and coffees in the Sports Club and a chance for some socialising. 
Many friendships have been formed and many of the walkers participate in 
other walks in the area at other times during the month and some do Nordic 
Walking.

Walking is regarded as excellent exercise to keep everyone fit. It is also very 
helpful for people recovering from illness. We had our annual walkers lunch 
in March, some 23 of us attended.  Mary Clarke prepared a lovely lunch ably 
assisted by Annie Nicholas, which we all much enjoyed. So come and join us. 
We cater for all speeds of walkers so do not be shy.

Contact Brian/Gina on 01908 571315.

 

Heat the oil or ghee in heavy based saucepan over medium heat. Add 
cardamom, cloves, cinnamon, black cardamom, star anise, ginger and ginger 
paste and stir for 2 minutes. Then add chopped tomatoes with 30 ml water 
and cook for 20 minutes on a low heat. Turn off the heat and let it cool down.  
In a food processor pour the tomato sauce and blend until smooth. 

Strain the tomato sauce into the saucepan by pushing it through a sieve using 
the back of a metal spoon. Then heat the saucepan on a low heat. Add tomato 
purée, cashew or almond powder, chilli powder, honey and grilled chicken. 
Cook for 20 minutes or until chicken is cooked through. Season with salt, 
single cream, Kashmiri mathi, garam masala and butter then cook for 5 
minutes. Sprinkle with some fresh coriander and serve. 
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Come and watch the big sporting events at 

      Wicken Sports Club

Join in the atmosphere and watch on a large screen.
Bar will be open.

Dates and times for all future events will be displayed:
• Sports Club Notice Boards

• Facebook page - @Wicken Sports & Social Club
• Wicken Website - http://wickennorthants.co.uk/wicken-sports-club/news

Saturday 1 June 20.00 : Football - Champions League 
Final*, Spurs v Liverpool,  

Saturday 13 July : Wimbledon Tennis – Ladies Final   

Sunday 14 July : British Grand Prix & Wimbledon 
Tennis – Mens Final

 *Subject to TV rights (BT Sports)

Like Wicken Sports & Social club on Facebook



J U N E

J U LY

A U G U S T

Sunday 14th
Wicken Sports Club

(check for time)
WIMBLEDON MENS 

FINAL & GRAND 
PRIX

Saturday 13th
Wicken Sports Club

(check for time)
WIMBLEDON 
LADIES FINAL

Sunday 16th
Wicken Church

9.30 AM 
WICKEN PRAISE

Sunday 9th
Buckingham

9.30 AM 
BUCKINGHAM 

HALF MARATHON

Sunday 2nd
Wicken Church

11 AM 
WICKEN 

COMMEMORATION 
SERVICE

Saturday 8th
White Lion

0.30 AM 
FARM WALK

Saturday 8th
White Lion Pub

10.30 AM 
FARM WALK

Sunday 16th
Wicken Church

9.30 AM 
WICKEN PRAISE

Sunday 30th
Wicken Sports Club

4 PM 
WVC AGM

Sunday 14th
Wicken Sports Club

(check for time)
WIMBLEDON MENS 

FINAL & GRAND 
PRIX

Sunday 21st
Wicken Church

9.30 AM 
WICKEN PRAISE

Sunday 4th
White Lion Pub

12.30 PM 
DOG SHOW

Saturday 1st
Wicken Sports Club

8 PM 
CHAMPIONS 

LEAGUE FINAL

Dates for your Diary....

If you have any Wicken activities that you 
would like listed on this page please email: 
wickencommunity@gmail.com
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Photography C ompetition

Entries to be in by 30.07.19

Do you  enjoy taking lovely sna ps of  your vi l lage? 
Have yo u taken so me images in the last yea r that a re  wor thy of  credit?

if  so,  we a re giving you the chance to win a     10 Joh n Lewis  voucher.

 

All  of  the images will  be displayed on the village website
ht tps:    wicken nor thant s.co.uk   com munit y   com petition

The images will  be judged in 3 categories 
(age 9 and under,  age 10  15      age 16 and over)

by well  respected professionals in the MK ar t s com munit y
Roger Kitchen     Lee S criven 

  &  

&
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@

// / /

£

Please send images to wickencom munity     gmail .com
You may submit a ma ximum of 3 images  taken in the last 12 months.  The subject 

mat ter mus t be s omething within Wicken,  no por traiture.
To see the ful l  terms a nd conditions,  pleas e check the website page below. 


